
HTML Page Structure
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Learning Outcomes

• Understand the structure of an HTML Element, 
and be able to recognize its variants.


• Be able to read and compose a relative path, and 
be able to distinguish it from an absolute path.


• Understand the implications of nesting of 
elements, and in particular be able to distinguish 
between correct and incorrect nesting.


• Be able to differentiate between block and inline 
elements
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Agenda

• Elements, Attributes, & Documents


• Linking


•Nesting


• Line break, Block & Inline Elements



Components of an HTML Element
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Components of an HTML Element

<ElementName > 

	 Content

</ElementName>

Start Tag

End Tag
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<title>

<title> My App Store </title>

ElementName: <title> 
  Content: My App Store 
ElementName: </title>
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<p>

ElementName: <p> 
Content:  

ElementName: 	 	 </p>

<p> 
  This store brings you great app bundles    
  week after week. We select the best power  
  user apps from a broad range of suppliers  
  and combine them into great deals. These  
  are the highest quality apps 
  from the best publishers, at great  
  prices. 
</p>
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<a>

<a href=“apps.html”> App Store </a>

ElementName: <a> 
    AttributeName:    href
  AttributeValue:  “apps.html” 

     Content: App Store 
ElementName: 	 	 </a>
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Attributes
• Attributes give you a way to specify additional information about an element. 
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<img>

<img src=“../images/delete.jpg”/>

ElementName: <img> 
AttributeName: 	 src
AttributeValue:   "../images/delete.jpg"

Content: 	 	 	 empty 
ElementName: 	 	 none



�11

HTML Document Structure

• html

• head

• title


• body

• h1

• ol

• etc...



�12

Agenda

• Elements, Attributes, & Documents


• Linking


•Nesting


• Line break, Block & Inline Elements
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Linking
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Linking to other pages or images

Creating links to other web pages and 
to image files can get confusing! If 
your link to a file or page is incorrect 
you get:


• Whoops we can’t seem to find that 
page! (404 error )


Or


• No image shows and you have a 
broken link to an image



Links: Absolute vs Relative

Absolute

• Complete path to a file on the hard disk: e.g:


c:/web-development/lab-01/images/xbox.jpg

c:/web-development/lab-01/index.html


Relative:

	 ./images/xbox.jpg

	 ../apps.html

	 index.html


You can trace route from “current position” to the destination

“..” means go up one level

Directory name may prefix filename
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Relative Link Examples

• If we are in “lab-01” then “images/
banner.png” is a relative link from the 
current folder (lab-01) to the images folder, 
and to the file “banner.png” in that folder


• Avoid absolute links!

<img src=“./images/banner.jpg”>

<a href=“apps.html”>Movies</a>

<img src=“c:/web-development/lab-01/images/banner.jpg”>
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Agenda

• Elements, Attributes, & Documents


• Linking


•Nesting


• Line break, Block & Inline Elements
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Nesting

• When we put one element inside another element, we call that nesting. 


• We say, the <p>element is nested inside the <body>element.


• We put a <body>element inside an <html>element, a <p>element inside a 
<body>element etc. 
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Text

Nesting - Tree Structure
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<p>I’m so going to blog <em>this</em></p> 

Nesting can be Incorrect!

Good

<p>I’m so going to blog <em>this</p></em>

Bad
?
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Agenda

• Elements, Attributes, & Documents


• Linking


•Nesting


• Line break, Block & Inline Elements



Line breaks
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Line Breaks
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Line Breaks
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Line Breaks

• Break: <br> </br>


• An Empty element: - sometimes shortened to:


• <br></br>


• or just


• <br>


• or 


• <br />
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Block vs Inline Elements

•Block elements are always 
displayed as if they have a 
line break before and after 
them 


• inline elements appear “in 
line” within the flow of the 
text in your page. 

“Block elements stand 
on their own; inline 
elements go with the 

flow.”
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• Block - h1, h2, p, blockquote

Examples

• Inline - a, em, q
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Learning Outcomes

• Understand the structure of an HTML Element, 
and be able to recognize its variants.


• Be able to read and compose a relative path, and 
be able to distinguish it from an absolute path.


• Understand the implications of nesting of 
elements, and in particular be able to distinguish 
between correct and incorrect nesting.


• Be able to differentiate between block and inline 
elements



Steps


Instructions for 
each step
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Labs



Typical Lab Step:


• Screen shots to show 
outcome


• Some html to type

• More screen shots to 

show expected 
outcome


• Reflect as you go along
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Exercises

• To assist on reflection and 
independent learning.


• Not essential you attempt all of 
them (yet)


• Select a few that interest you or 
that you have time to work on

�31


